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Anne  Gary  Pannell,  retiring  as 
President  this  June  after  21  yrs., 
has  gained  the  reputation  on 
campus  of  'reading  everything.'  Indeed, 
it  is  often  said  that  it  is  most  impossible 
to  take  a  book  out  of  the  Library  which 
does  not  already  bear  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Pannell.  Not  only  signed  out  to  her  but 
read  by  her.  Now  we  find  that  she  has, 
to  date,  given  to  the  Library  over  five 
hundred  volumes  from  her  personal  li- 
brary. In  addition  to  these,  she  has  also 
designated  certain  volumes  to  go  to  Barn- 
ard, her  alma  mater,  and  some  to  the 
local  Amherst  County  Library. 

The  volumes  show  Mrs.  Pannell's 
catholic  taste  as  they  range  from  Odyssey 
Press  edition  of  James  Joyce's  Ulysses 
to  Government  by  Committee;  an  essay 
on  the  British  Constitution.  A  great 
many  reflect  her  particular  interest  in 
Virginia.  Mrs.  Pannell  has  long  been  an 
advocate  of  enlarging  our  holdings  in 
Virginia  history  and  these  donations  will 
not  only  increase  our  holdings  but  will 
add  to  the  value  of  our  collection. 

She  will,  we  are  told,  retain  her  large 
collection  of  Colonial  Americana,  that 
area  in  which  she  concentrated  for  her 
doctoral  studies  and  to  which  she  added 
during  the  time  that  she  taught  a  course 
in  same  at  Sweet  Briar. 

Mrs.  Pannell  has,  during  her  tenure  al- 
ways maintained  that  the  Library  is,  or 
should  be,  the  center  of  the  campus,  and 
to  this  end  she  has  worked  devotedly. 

Mrs.  Pannell  became  President  in 
1950.  Since  that  time  budgeted  funds 
have  increased  five-fold — from  five  thou- 
sand to  twenty-five  thousand,  while  the 


volumes  in  the  Library  have  doubled 
(73,872  to  141,017).  The  Library  now 
spends  eleven  thousand  for  936  period- 
icals as  against  two  thousand  dollars  for 
392  in  1951. 

In  addition,  Mrs.  Pannell  has  worked 
to  increase  the  number  of  gifts  to  the  Li- 
brary (including  the  Friends)  so  that 
last  year  the  Library  was  able  to  spend 
$16,461  over  the  college  budget  of  $25.- 
000  on  acquisitions.  During  Mrs.  Pan- 
nell's first  year  in  office  there  was  only 
$628.50  to  add  to  the  annual  budget  of 
$5,000.00. 

A  quick  survey  of  Mrs.  Pannell's  suc- 
cess in  keeping  the  Library  centermost 
can  be  seen  in  only  a  partial  listing  of 
accomplishments  since  1961: 

In  1961,  the  Art  and  Music  Depart- 
mental Libraries  were  established,  as  well 
as  the  Open  Reserve  Room. 

By  1962  we  had  received  the  Ford 
Foundation  Asian  Studies  Grant  and  the 
Kellogg  Foundation  Grant  to  establish 
an  education  library  for  student  teachers. 
These  were  followed  by  the  Time  Incor- 
porated Grant  and  by  the  Dana  Founda- 
tion Challenge  Grant  which  resulted  in 
the  additions  to  the  Library.  The  Sci- 
ence Library  in  Guion  was  established 
in  1966  and  in  1967,  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  held  its  first  meeting  after 
months  of  preliminary  ground  work  laid 
by  Mrs.  Pannell. 

The  College  will  miss  Mrs.  Pannell. 
the   students   and   alumnae   will 
miss  her  'at  the  helm',  and  in  a 
very  deep  way,  the  Library  regrets  her 
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resignation  as  she  has  not  only  been  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Library  with  a 
sympathetic  ear  to  the  many  problems  of 
an  ever-expanding  collection  but  she  has 
been  a  marvelous  example  to  the  stu- 
dents as  a  continuing  student  in  the  real 
sense  of  the  word — to  be  ever  reading, 
to  be  ever  enlarging  one's  mind  and  one's 
experience,  to  be  constantly  learning 
and,  finally,  to  have  and  to  know  joy  in 
the  printed  word. 

Mrs.  Pannell,  we  will  miss  you. 


Annual  Meeting 

he  Fourth  Annual  Meeting,  held  on 
■*■  April  27,  1971,  elected  as  its  new 
Chairman  Lynn  C.  Gammill  (Mrs.  Stew- 
art). Dr.  Gerhard  Mazur  of  Lynchburg, 
Virginia  and  Dr.  Paul  C.  Taylor  will 
serve  as  new  members  on  the  Council. 
Misses  Edna  Osmanski  and  Phyllis  Beck- 
er will  represent  the  student  body  for 
1971-72. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Council  will 
meet  twice  next  year,  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing being  in  the  Spring.  The  Fall  meet- 
ing will  serve  primarily  as  an  impetus 
for  the  student  campaign.  To  engender 
more  interest  among  the  community,  the 
Council  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the 
student  representatives  that  the  students 
might  work  towards  the  purchase  of  a 
single  volume  or  set  of  volumes  to  be 
jointly  chosen  by  these  girls  and  the  Li- 
brarians. 

Membership  for  this  year  totaled  302. 
Eighteen  graduates  from  the  past  grad- 
uating class  joined  in  the  new  Post-Grad- 
uate  category  of  membership  while  one 
Alumnae  Club  was  issued  membership. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that 
the  total  receipts  since  the  inception  of 
the  Friends  in  1966  has  now  reached 
$57,570.84. 

In  closing  the  secretary  was  asked  to 
record  in  the  minutes  the  very  deep  ap- 
preciation that  all  involved  in  the  Friends 
have  for  Elizabeth  P.  Prothro,  the  first 
Chairman.  It  was  she  who  helped  us 
begin  and  kept  inspiring  us  to  continue. 
From  the  far  distance  of  Texas  she  has 
worked  hard  and  long,  has  run  most  ef- 
ficient meetings  on  campus  and  has  more 
than  imbued  us  with  her  zeal  for  collect- 
ing not  only  the  beautiful  and  rare,  but 
also  the  worthwhile  and  necessary. 


Resolution 


The  following  resolution  was  read  to 
the  gathered  Friends  at  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing: 

WHEREAS  the  Friends  of  the  Sweet 
Briar  College  Library  has  been  in  ex- 
istence since  1966  and 

WHEREAS  this  organization  has 
made  remarkable  progress  in  attract- 
ing as  members  men  and  women  in 
all  parts  of  the  country  whose  inter- 
est in  books  and  in  the  collection  of 
the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library  has 
resulted  in  many  valuable  additions 
to  the  library's  holdings  and 

WHEREAS  this  has  been  accomplish- 
ed in  large  part  by  the  wise  direction 
of  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  Council,  Elizabeth  Per- 
kins Prothro, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  THEREFORE, 
that  the  Friends  of  the  Sweet  Briar 
College  Library  express  their  individ- 
ual and  joint  appreciation  to  Mrs. 
Prothro  and  their  gratitude  for  the 
time  and  talent  she  has  given  to  this 
organization  and  the  inspiration  she 
has  provided  for  its  continuing  growth 
and  development. 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLV- 
ED that  this  expression  of  admiration 
and  appreciation  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  this,  the  fifth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Friends  of  the  Sweet  Briar 
College  Library. 

New  Library  Fund 

On  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-first  and 
last  year  of  her  Presidency  of  Sweet  Briar 
College,  some  of  her  associates  on  the 
faculty  and  staff  have  established  an  en- 
dowed library  fund  in  President  Pannell's 
honor.  It  is  their  hope  that  the  Anne 
Gary  Pannell  Library  Fund  will  give 
continuing  strength  to  the  Library,  make 
possible  the  maintenance  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  rich  and  varied  collection 
the  Library  now  possesses,  and  thus  pre- 
serve the  Library  as  the  heart  of  the  Col- 
lege's educational  program. 

The  Fund  was  presented  to  her  this 
year  at  Commencement. 
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|  Film -A  New  Area,    With  New  Needs 


This  coming  academic  year  Sweet 
Briar  will  offer  for  the  first  time  courses 
in  the  film.  One  course  is  to  be  offered 
in  the  Winter  Term.  Students  will  also 
have  the  opportunity  to  do  additional 
work  within  the  framework  of  Inde- 
pendent Studies  in  English.  The  film  has 
become  increasingly  popular  with  today's 
students  but  it  may  be  an  additional  bur- 
den on  a  library's  budget.  Therefore,  we 
have  asked  William  E.  Smart,  Assistant 
Professor,  to  view  the  problems  on  this 
campus: 

Y/y  ith  the  introduction  of  two  film 
courses  next  year,  the  question 
has  been  raised  whether  or  not  it  will  be 
difficult  for  the  library  to  provide  re- 
search materials  in  the  area  of  film.  The 
answer,  unfortunately,  is  Yes.  Moreover, 
there's  not  much  anyone  can  do  about  it, 
for  the  primary  materials  needed  for 
studying  film  are  films,  and  for  the  most 
part  they  are  unavailable  except  on  a 
rental  basis.  Just  as  a  music  library  con- 
tains recordings  and  an  art  library  con- 
tains copies  of  pictures,  a  film  library 
should  have  a  collection  of  films.  But 
until  more  of  them  become  available  for 
private  ownership,  or  regional  film  li- 
braries are  established,  the  film  student 
is  going  to  have  to  continue  to  be  con- 
tent with  seeing  only  a  few  of  the  many 
films  he'd  like  to  see. 

The  difficulty  of  seeing  films  outside 
the  normal,  commercial  distribution  cir- 
cuits has  always  been  the  main  problem 
for  the  student  of  film.  Up  until  a  few 
years  ago,  unless  you  lived  in  New  York, 
about  the  only  movies  one  had  a  chance 
of  seeing  were  first-run  American-made 
films.  A  few  foreign-language  films  were 
distributed  nationally,  but  usually  they 
were  only  the  most  sensational.  (For 
instance,  even  in  Lynchburg  now  you 
can  see  porno  flicks  like  /  am  Curious 
(Yellow)  and  Sexual  Freedom  in  Den- 
mark, but  not  the  films  of  Truffaut  or 
Godard  or  Bergman.) 

In  the  last  two  or  three  years,  how- 
ever, the  problem  of  seeing  good  films 
has  eased  up  some — at  least  around  col- 
leges. For  instance,  at  Sweet  Briar  this 
year  we've  been  able  to  see  over  thirty 
major  films,  from  The  Great  Train  Rob- 
bery and  D.  W.  Griffith's  Intolerance  to 
Duck  Soup  and  Casablanca.  And  any- 
one who  was  really  serious  about  movies 


could  have  seen  dozens  more  by  going 
to  the  neighboring  colleges,  all  of  which 
now  have  good  film  series.  (At  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia  in  Charlottesville 
there  are  three  separate  series!)  Never- 
theless, in  spite  of  the  many  opportuni- 
ties there  now  are  to  see  classic  and  for- 
eign films,  the  problem  remains:  you  still 
can't  see  what  you  want  when  you  want 
— the  way  you  can  read  books  or  listen 
to  records.  If  you  miss  Potemkin  or 
L'Atalante  or  Rules  of  the  Games  the 
one  night  it  is  here,  you  may  never  get 
another  chance  to  see  it.  Moreover,  you 
cannot  look  at  films  privately,  or  see 
them  two  or  three  times,  or  stop  them  in 
the  middle  and  re-run  certain  scenes. 
And  until  you  can  do  all  those  things — 
which  you  could  do  with  your  own  print 
on  a  library  reader — film  study  is  going 
to  remain  catch-as-catch-can.  In  the 
meantime,  it  would  be  nice  if  the  library 
were  able  to  purchase  prints  of  a  few  of 
the  important  films  that  are  available  for 
private  ownership,  such  as  Buster  Kea- 
ton's  extraordinary  comedy,  The  Gen- 
eral (for  only  $170)  and  some  of  the 
shorts  by  Chaplin  and  W.  C.  Fields  and 
Laurel  &  Hardy. 

As  for  books  about  film — the  sort  of 
library  materials  one  usually  thinks  of 
first,  but  which  in  fact  are  only  secondary 
in  the  audio  and  visual  arts — our  needs 
should  require  no  unusual  investments, 
other  than  for  the  initial  purchase  of  one 
or  two  reference  sets.  The  library  should 
certainly  own  The  American  Film  In- 
stitute Catalog  of  motion  pictures  pro- 
duced in  America,  which  is  being  serially 
published  over  the  next  five  years;  and 
it  would  be  useful  (although  not  abso- 
lutely essential)  to  have  the  six  volume 
A^vv  York  Times  Film  Reviews,  1913- 
196S.  And  finally,  we  should  subscribe 
to  a  few  more  film  journals  than  we  do 
at  present.  But  to  go  back  to  books, 
what  we  already  own  (mainly  as  a  result 
of  the  attention  of  Richard  Rowland)  is 
a  good  start  towards  a  basic  collection. 
There  are  gaps  in  it,  naturally,  but  there 
is  no  need  to  have  extensive  film  research 
materials  for  a  single  course  at  the  un- 
dergraduate level. 

|n  short,  where  the  library  can  do 
■*-  something,  there  is  not  a  great  deal 
that  has  to  be  done;  but  where  we  really 
need  materials,  there  is  not  too  much  it 
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can  do.  For  instance,  what  would  be 
ideal  in  order  to  get  the  new  film  course 
off  to  a  good  start  would  be  not  to  order 
more  books  but  to  have  a  nice  big  budget 
for  renting  films.  Along  with  new  pro- 
jectors with  good  speakers,  and  a  pro- 
jection booth  at  the  back  of  the  Guion 
lecture  room.  Those  are  the  kind  of 
things  you  need  to  study  film,  and  if  any 
one  would  like  to  start  a  group  called 
Friends  of  the  Movies,  why,  I'd  be  de- 
lighted! 


Gifts 


Allocations 


The  following  volumes  will  be  pur- 
chased with  the  $2500  allocated  by  the 
Council: 

Bartram,  William.    Botanical  and  Zoo- 
logical Drawings.    1756-1788. 
Browne,  Sir  Thomas.    Works,  including 
His  Life  and  Correspondence.    AMS 
Press  edited  by  Simon  Wilkin.   4  vols. 
Hirth.  Georg.    The  Picture  Book  of  the 

Graphic  Arts.    6  vols. 
Krautheimer,    R..    Corbett,    S.,    and 
Krankl,    W.    Corpus    Basilicarum , 
Christianarum     Romae:     The    Early 
Christian  Basilicas  of  Rome.    (IV-IX 
Cent).   4  vols. 
Loeb  Classical  Library.  Selected  67  vols. 
Old  Masters  Drawings.    14  vols. 
Thompson.  Stith.    Motif-Index  of  Folk 

Literature. 
William  and  Marx  Quarterly.    Series  I, 
1892/93-  1918/19.    Vols.  1-27. 
Selected    books,    monographs    and 
serials  in  the  areas  of  ecology  and  wo- 
man's rights  have  also  been  requisitioned. 
Finally,  the  Council  approved  of  pur- 
chasing the  first  official  atlas  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  National  Atlas  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  memory  of 
a  member  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Philip  M. 
Shapiro,  who  died  this  spring. 


Two  rather  remarkable  gifts  have  ar- 
rived in  the  Library  this  past  year.  Both 
are  from  friends  of  the  College  in  Lynch- 
burg, Virginia,  and  each  gift  adds  im- 
measurably to  our  holdings  in  literature 
and  in  history. 

The  first  gift,  given  by  Mrs.  Everett 
M.  Maggowan,  is  comprised  of  over 
thirty-five  first  editions,  mainly  in  French, 
from  the  library  of  her  father,  who  was 
a  diplomat  to  France.  Included  in  this 
gift  are  the  following: 

Cervantes.    Don    Quixote.    (Translated 
into  French,  in  miniature). 

Fables  de  la  Fontaine.    Ml 6.    4  vols. 

LeSage,  M.  Histoire  de  Gil  Bias  de  San- 
tillone.   1782.  5  vols.   (In miniature). 

Oeuvres  Completes  de  Moliere.    Extra 
illustrated,  hand  colored.    1885. 

Polybius.   Histoire  de  Polxbe.    1727-30. 
6  vols. 

In  addition  this  gift  includes  the  Bas- 
kerville  edition  of  Congreve,  the  first 
collected  edition  of  same. 

Mr.  James  R.  Gilliam.  Jr.  has  given, 
among  a  number  of  volumes,  some  very 
interesting  books  on  the  post-Civil  War 
era: 

Exploration  of  the  Colorado  River  of 
the  West,  an  original  1875  government 
edition  published  by  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitute. 

King.  Charles  Campaigning  with 
Crook.    1890. 

Crister,  Elizabeth  B.  Following  the 
Guidon.    1890. 

Obel,  F.  A.  The  Knockabout  Club  in 
The  Antilles.  1888.  (A  teen-ager's 
novel  of  that  era). 
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